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 April 23rd was kickoff day for National  Cover the Uninsured Week, and 

for the second year in a row, Community Health Works participated by hosting an 

event at the Greater Macon Chamber of Commerce. 

 A roomful of Central Georgia community leaders attended, as well as re-

porters from local television stations WMAZ and WMGT and from the Macon Tele-

graph. We had previously done a talk show segment on WNNG radio in Warner Rob-

ins, and several of the weekly papers in our area did follow-up articles.  I feel that 

we were able to do some good work helping focus local attention on covering the 

uninsured. 

 Following up on the subject of workplace insurance, we reported on the re-

search we have been doing for the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget and 

for the Georgia Health Policy Center on offering a multi-share coverage plan to 

small businesses that cannot afford traditional health insurance.  The first survey 

results look very promising, and you will find details in Kay Floyd’s article in this 

newsletter. 

 My personal opinion is that the way to help all uninsured Central Georgians 

be healthy is to put together a number of programs—national, state, and local—and 

fit them together like pieces of a puzzle, until, finally, everyone has access to qual-

ity healthcare. 

 I think on April 23rd, we made progress toward that goal.  It was a good 

day. 
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RX for the Uninsured News 
by Joseph Andrews, Director of Care Management 

(Respond to Joseph at jandrews@chwg.org ) 

  Rx for the Uninsured  has helped thousands of people in the last six 

years.  Here is the story of one of them: 

 Ms. Brown (not her real name) was 56 years old and had never had a mam-

mogram. She wanted to get one but did not because she was afraid.  Her job ended 

and she lost her insurance coverage.  She had diabetes and hypertension and went 

without medication for weeks. Ms. Brown joined CHW, got her medicines, and, after 

a discussion with her care manager about the value of getting a mammogram, she 

agreed to have one. Her initial mammogram showed  a nodule in her breast, and an 

ultrasound procedure determined that she had cancer in the very beginning stages. 

Her physician told her that it appeared to be a fast-growing cancer and that she 

was very lucky that it was caught in time. She had chemotherapy and is now in her 

third year of remission. 

.  

Community leaders and 
media members lis-
tened intently to 
CHW’s presentation 
during National Cover 
the Uninsured Week. 



 The Central Georgia  Cancer Coalition and the Medical Center of Central 
Georgia joined together recently to  promote awareness of the need for middle-aged men 
to receive prostate screenings  every year.    

 Using billboards like this one, we informed men that the best way to battle Pros-
tate Cancer is through screening and early detection.  CGCC also aired television commer-
cials during the height of March Madness on Cox Communication Sports Channels featuring 
a Central Georgia Prostate Cancer survivor Mr. Jimmy Mills – a well-known community edu-
cator and citizen.   Other programs included a luncheon attended by over fifty community 
members at Macon State College with Melvin Fussell M.D, a Board Certified Urologist.  As a 
result, CGCC enabled eight community leaders to attend the Prostate Cancer Summit at 
Morehouse School of Medicine.  The project also included a prostate cancer survey of 300 
uninsured Central GA men. The results are currently being tabulated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

 òMiddle Georgia Multi-Shareó is a project to determine the feasibil-

ity of a special type of health coverage plan for small businesses. 

 Utilizing the Office of Research Services at the University of Georgia, 

we surveyed 200 small businesses in Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Monroe, 

Peach, and Twiggs Counties that do not currently offer health insurance.  The 

survey was statistically valid at a confidence level of 95 %. Here are some in-

teresting things we learned:  

64 % of Central Georgia small businesses currently not offering health 

insurance are UNLIKELY to offer it within the next two years. 

BUT 74% WOULD OFFER HEALTH COVERAGE if they could afford it. 

84% think that creating a multi-share in Central GA is a GOOD IDEA. 

55% WOULD OFFER A MULTI-SHARE if their cost could be kept to ap-

proximately $75 per worker. 

 There may be as many as 10,000 uninsured workers in our seven coun-

ties in firms represented by our survey group.  It would be wonderful to cut 

that number  significantly.  Of course, there is a great deal more research to 

be done before we can even think about bringing a multi-share to market in 

Central Georgia.  But undertaking something this big has to be done one step at 

a time—and the first step looks  promising! 

Report on Middle Georgia Multi-Share 
By Kay Floyd, CHW Vice-President and COO 

(Respond to Kay at kfloyd@chwg.org ) 

 The Central Georgia  Cancer Coalition and the Medical Center of 

Central Georgia joined together recently to use billboards to inform men 

that the best way to battle Prostate Cancer is through screening and early 

detection.   

 CGCC also aired television commercials during the height of March 

Madness on Cox Communication Sports Channels featuring a Central Georgia 

Prostate Cancer survivor Mr. Jimmy Mills – a well-known community educator 

and citizen.    

 Other programs included a luncheon at Macon State College with 

Melvin Fussell, M.D, a Board Certified Urologist.   More than 50 community 

members attended,  and CGCC enabled eight community leaders to attend the 

Prostate Cancer Summit at Morehouse School of Medicine.  The project also 

included a prostate cancer survey of 300 uninsured Central GA men. The re-

sults are currently being tabulated. 

Partners in Prostate Cancer 
Awareness: Georgia Depart-
ment of Human Resources, 
Medical Center of Central 
Georgia (MCCG), 100 Black Men, 
American Cancer Society, Cox 
Communications, Macon State 
College, Morehouse School of 
Medicine and Phi Beta Sigma 
National Fraternity.  

Central GA Cancer Coalition Report  
by Gayle Bina, CGCC Executive Director 

(Respond to Gayle at gbina@chwg.org ) 

Green is Goodñ CHW 
joined with Northwest 
Georgia Healthcare Part-
nership (Dalton) and Coastal 
Medical Access Project 
(Brunswick) to survey small 
employers regarding multi-
share feasibility.  Positive 
response in all three areas 
was strong.  And CHW’s 
green bar led all others on 
overall interest in the pro-
gram. 

Arun Vaithi, Mercer 

MPH student interning 

this year with CGCC, 

recently assisted Wal-

Mart employees receiv-

ing mammograms at Cen-

tral Georgia Diagnostic 

Center NW. The mammo-

grams were provided 

through a grant from the 

Central Georgia affiliate 

of Susan G. Komen for 

the Cure Foundation.  
 


